126            LETTERS  OF BOSWELL

course with Mrs. ------; in short, Maria has me with-
out any rival. I do hope the period of my perfect
felicity, as far as this state can aftord, is now in view.

The affairs of the brave Corsicans interest me ex-
ceedingly. Is it not shocking in France to send a
great armament against such a noble little people ?
I have had four letters from the General this summer ;
he and his countrymen are resolved to stand to the
last. I have hopes that our Government will inter-
fere. In the meantime, by a private subscription in
Scotland, I am sending this week ^700 worth of ord-
nance. The Carron Company has famished me them
very cheap ; there are two 32-pounders, four 24'$, four
18's, and twenty 9~pounders, with one hundred and
fifty ball to each. It is really a tolerable train of artil-
lery.

My brother David was so lucky as, just at the con-
clusion of his apprenticeship, to be assumed partner
in a house at Valencia, in Spain. Honorius Dalliol, a
Frenchman, Mr. Charles Herries, a Scotchman, and
David, are the partners. He has been there some
months; he is delighted with the country, and writes
me admirable letters ; he is still agitated with generous
ideas of perfection, as you and I used to be. He is
miserable if he does not make that figure in com-
pany which he wishes to do; and he begs that I
would inform him, from you, how it is that you can
sit quite serene, placid, and happy, in a company
where perhaps you have hardly opened your mouth.
Pray humour him thus far.

And now, my dear friend, I trust that you will for-
give my long silence, and will be assured that I ever
am, with the warmest regard,

Your affectionate and faithful

JAMES BOSWELL,